Psychosocial factors influencing Mexican-American women's adherence with hemodialysis treatment.
Patients frequently do not fully adhere to treatment regimens. Despite the fact that this issue has been extensively researched, patient nonadherence is still not well understood. Previous studies have tended to neglect the study of phenomenological perceptions and psychosocial influences on nonadherence behavior as well as issues unique to culturally diverse populations. This author used an interpretive approach to examine the cognitive and phenomenological dimensions of how Mexican-American women receiving dialysis treatment experience their illness (n = 26). Poverty, longer treatment history, immigrant status, perceived identity losses, and family dysfunction emerged as factors that influenced treatment nonadherence among this purposive sample. This article moves from results to implications for social work practice with this population.